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BREEDING SHOREBIRD REVIEW
By: Rochelle Streker, SWFL Shorebird Manager - Audubon Florida
It was another hectic and exciting breeding season this summer in Lee County! We
monitored and protected breeding pairs of all the main focal species (American
Oystercatchers, Snowy Plovers, Wilson’s Plovers, Least Terns, and Black Skimmers)

nesting in Lee County. Despite threats to the nesting birds, we documented many chicks
that hatched and successfully raised until they can fly (also referred to as fledged chicks).
Let’s dive into some specifics about the birds that were seen nesting throughout the county!

Oystercatcher chicks

Wilsons plover chicks

American Oystercatchers
Cayo Costa had the only nesting pair of American Oystercatchers in Lee County this
summer, with a single pair that fledged two chicks. American Oystercatchers are a statedesignated threatened species here in Florida, easily identified by their large size
(compared to other shorebirds) and long, bright, red-orange bill. While American
Oystercatchers are seen throughout the county during the winter, breeding pairs are rare in
Southwest Florida - the successful breeding pair on Cayo Costa this summer was a
welcome treat for us bird lovers!
Snowy Plovers
Snowy Plovers, another state-designated threatened species, had a great breeding year
with nesting pairs found all over Lee County. Cayo Costa had a few nesting pairs of Snowy
Plovers this year and fledged at least one chick from the north end of the island. They also
nested and fledged chicks on Bunche Beach Preserve and Little Estero CWA. The nesting
on Bunch Beach Preserve is of particular interest, as Snowy Plovers have not historically
nested there.
Wilson’s Plovers
The plovers were doing well this year, as Wilson’s Plovers, another focal species, nested on
beaches throughout Lee County. Multiple chicks fledged from Cayo Costa, where Wilson’s
Plovers nested in the middle and south ends of the island. We found at least two pairs of
Wilson’s Plovers nesting on Sanibel, and multiple pairs nested on Bunch Beach Preserve,
Lovers Key State Park, Fort Myers Beach, and Little Estero CWA. It has been several years
since Lovers Key State Park had beach-nesting birds!

Least Terns
The seabirds that nest in Lee County also had a successful nesting season. Least Terns, a
state threatened species, nested on Cayo Costa and Fort Myers Beach. Sadly, Hurricane
Elsa quickly put an end to nesting on Cayo Costa and Least Terns did not return to North
Captiva this year; however, the Fort Myers colony did well and had a peak number of 150
chicks during the nesting season. Least Terns are the smallest tern in North America and
their yellow beaks makes them easily recognizable on Southwest Florida’s beaches.
Black Skimmers
Black Skimmers are less common throughout Lee County but can still be found nesting on
Fort Myers Beach. Black Skimmers, a state threatened species, also can be easily
recognized by their bill, which is large, orange, and with a longer lower mandible. With a
maximum count of approximately 610 adults and 215 chicks, the colony has nearly
completed nesting - though there are still a few chicks left to fledge. Sadly, the colony
experienced an unidentified sickness that affected approximately a quarter of the chicks.
FWC, DEP, and Audubon are currently investigating the causes to prevent this issue from
happening in the future.
Breeding season for beach-nesting birds is always full of successes and failures, but overall
the beach-nesting birds on Cayo Costa and throughout Lee County had a good 2021breeding year! The goal is to get baby birds in the sky, and while the road to flying can be
long and filled with threats like heat exposure, predators, storms, and disturbances, there
are many ways to help nesting shorebirds and seabirds.
During the nesting season, we recommend that you give nesting birds at least 100 ft of
space. While signs will alert you to nesting areas, if a bird is diving or calling at you, you are
probably too close and need to give the bird additional space. Also, be sure to remove all
trash and food scraps, which can attract predators to the beach. Where you are permitted to
take your pets, please keep them leashed and away from birds. Now that the breeding
season is over, we will soon see lots of migrants and wintering birds on the shorelines of
beaches throughout Southwest Florida as they rest and relax. Avoid walking through flocks
of birds while recreating on the beach this winter.
If you are interested in getting more involved with the protection of beach-nesting birds in
Lee County, please contact our Audubon stewardship program at
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SAVE THE DATE!
EVENING FOR THE ISLAND
February 3, 2022 @ Tarpon Lodge
Sponsors and silent auction donations needed! Contact friendsofcayocosta@gmail.com

About Us...The Friends of Cayo Costa State Park (FoCC) is based on Pine Island, Florida.
FoCC is a division of Barrier Islands Park Society (BIPS), a 501c3 organization which is the
official Citizens Support Organization for Cayo Costa, Gasparilla, Stump Pass, Don Pedro
State Parks, Boca Grande Lighthouse & Museum, Gasparilla Island Lighthouse and Amory
Memorial Chapel. All funds raised by FoCC will be used exclusively for Cayo Costa State
Park.
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JOIN TODAY!

©2021 Friends of Cayo Costa State Park | PO Box 15, Bokeelia, FL 33922

Web Version

Preferences

Forward

Unsubscribe

